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http://www.un.org/Overview/rights.html
http://www.unhchr.ch/udhr/lang/prs.htm
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Email: aic@american-iranian.org Web: www.american-iranian.org

AMERICAN IRANTAN COUNCIL CALLS FOR RELEASE OF
ALL POLITICAL PRISONERS IN IRAN

PRINCETON, NJ (December 10, 2002 - Fifty Fourth Anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights) - Considering numerous observations and complaints by human rights organizations such as Amnesty
International and Human Rights Watch as well as political prisoners, their attorneys and families, the American
Iranian Council protests the continuing assaults on human rights of political activists and prisoners in Iran.

American Iranian Council is deeply concerned that serious defects in the judiciary system of Iran have
allowed and continue to allow, the arrest, detention, sentencing, imprisonment and execution of many
individuals in violation of internationally accepted standards, especially those outlined in the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights, to which Iran is a signatory.

American Iranian Council believes that the mandates of Articles 9, 10, and 11 of the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights (which can be studied by clicking the above image) cannot be compromised:

No one shall be subjected to arbitrary arrest and detention;
Everyone is entitled to a fair and public hearing;

Everyone is entitled to an independent and impartial tribunal;
Rights and obligations of the accused must be secured,
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e All necessary guarantees for the defense of the accused must be provided;
e Everyone is presumed innocent until proven guilty according to law in a public trial;
e No one shall be held guilty by retroactive application of a new penal offence.

American Iranian Council holds that by not following the provisions of the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights, the Iranian courts’ verdicts and sentences of political prisoners are not justifiable or valid. The Council,
therefore, calls for the immediate and unconditional release of all political prisoners in Iran.

American Iranian Council furthermore points out that violations of provisions in the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights call into question the credibility of the signature of the government of Iran, and that such lack of
respect for international commitments is detrimental to the national interests of Iran.
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