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JAMES S. IRANI
ATTORNEY AT LAW

1170 BROADWAY, SUITE 510

NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10001

FACSIMILE: (212) 725-1772 TELEPHONE: (212) 683-7700

The Honorable Judge Blanche M. Manning
The United States District Court
Northern District of Illinois
Everett McKinley Dirksen Building
20thFloor
219 South Dearborn Street
Chicago, Illinois 60604

August 3, 2006

Re: The Islamic Republic of Iran

Dear Honorable Judge Manning:

The following petition is being kindly submitted to you in support of briefs filed
by University of Chicago, the Iranian government and friends of the court in the above-
referenced matter. As Iranian-American citizens and residents, we recognize and respect
your role in administering justice. But as a nation built on the backs of immigrants, we
also recognize and respect the right of international community as a whole to preserve
and safeguard their national treasures. As children, we are taught to look into the past not
only for inspiration and pride, but for gu~danceas well. We look upon our own ancient
history and monuments with pride and sentiment. They are reminders of the obstacles our
country has faced, the trials we have won to be where we are today: a country of freedom
and diverse cultures unique in the world.

Dear Judge Manning, we, having immigrated to the United States but born in Iran,
bring a wealth of culture to enrich and spread the idea of mutual respect and
understanding. Your recent decision, in regard to ancient Persian tablets held in trust by
University of Chicago, demonstrates a different vision and version of our U.S. history.
The subject of your decision, the 2500-year old tablets, constitutes the history ofIran and
thus belongs to the people of Iran. They do not belong to any specific government or
administration. They were discovered in 1933 and delivered to University of Chicago, in
trust, to be studied to shed more light into our own past; humanity, in 1937. Then, there
was a different administration in Iran and as such, the subject tablets did not belong to
that administration. A subsequent government did not gain possession thereof as they
belonged to the Iranian people and the present government in Iran has np possessory
interests therein as they again belong to the Iranian people.

A judgment authorizing the plaintiff to auction off such national belongings to
compensate for their right damages will set an incorrect precedent in the international
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